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Extra Ordinary Meeting  
 
 
Meeting Date :  Thursday, 30 April, 2026 
Location : Studio Room Shoalhaven Entertainment Centre 
 
 
The following information was provided to Councillors in response to questions 
submitted to the CEO prior to the Council Meeting. The information is published in 
accordance with Section 3.32 of the Code of Meeting Practice.  
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CL26.93 - Draft Delivery Program Operational Plan and Budget 2026 -27- Public 
Exhibition  

Questions: Clr Tribe 

1. How many businesses are in the business commercial/industrial category and 
are they all across the Shoalhaven or just South Nowra? How much extra 
would adding the Nowra CBD rate peg component add to a typical bill in the 
Business Commercial/Industrial sub category. Nowra CBD businesses pay for 
additional services like cleaning. Is the 100,000 typically earmarked for CBD 
cleaning in works and services budget to do this or is all that extra money 
collected sitting in general revenue? Lastly where do I find the rates and 
charges comparison table we received last year or has there been a blanket 
6% increase applied and no extra increases to consider 

2. I've had a read of the fees and charges to examine if any are higher than the 
6% increase being applied. Can I please query the section 68 domestic type 
and solid fuel heater applications. what do they involve and why is the 69% 
increase needed? And also the burial of a child up to 12 years of age 79% 
increase. 

Questions: Clr Boyd 

In Attachment 3, on pages 55 and 56 of the DPOP: 

3. 3.2.1.01 refers to a priority list or road, pathway and drainage renewal and 
upgrade projects. Does this list exist? Is it published? 

4. In 3.2.1.02 and the remaining items, the measures do not make sense to the 
casual reader such as a Councillor or a ratepayer. Can these be written in a 
more understandable language 

Re loans 1241 and 1242 referred to in the recommendation: 

5. What were the loans taken out for, how much was the total loan and has the 
restricted portion been spent? 

 
Answer 1:  Director ï City Performance 

There are 2,101 business in the Business Commercial/Industrial Category and they 

are located across the Shoalhaven, not just South Nowra. 

Businesses in the Business Commercial/Industrial category would pay an average of 

an additional $29 per annum under the frozen indexation for Nowra CBD proposal. 

The impact to the two rating categories per year is determined as follows: 

Nowra CBD impact 

  Yield Properties Amount 
Frozen indexation $1,929,323 380 $5,077 
No change $1,989,141 380 $5,235 
Average Cost/(Benefit) p.a. ($59,818) 380 ($158) 
 

Business Commercial/Industrial Category 
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  Yield Properties Amount 
Frozen indexation $5,577,924 2,101 $2,655 
No change $5,518,106 2,101 $2,626 
Average Cost/(Benefit) p.a. $59,818 2,101 $29 

Please note that the above information is taken from page 73 and 74 of Attachment 3 

of the Draft DPOP ï DRAFT Delivery Program Operational Plan 2026-27.  

The Nowra CBD committee has disbanded, and the income received from Nowra 

CBD ratepayers goes to general revenue in the same way residential rates does. 

However, usual services such as litter collection, graffiti removal, street furniture and 

bin cleaning occur far more frequently in the Nowra CBD than in other areas. 

Activities such as street sweeping occur daily in Nowra as the volume of debris is 

higher due to the accumulation of tree leaf litter combined with the substantial volume 

of foot traffic. 

The $100,000 amount you refer to was allocated to the Nowra CBD budget around 

the time of the disbandment of the committee to partly meet some of the costs 

detailed above, there is currently no recurring funding arrangement where rates are 

specifically allocated to Nowra CBD. 

A table of the last year comparison of fees and charges is attached. 

 

Answer 2: Director ï City Performance 

Response regarding solid fuel heater applications: 

This fee was increased as such to make the fee consistent with other application fees 
under the Local Government Act i.e. Section 68 applications for plumbing and 
drainage. 

Response regarding burial fees: 

The fee has been adjusted across all cemeteries to ensure it recovers approximately 
25% of the adult interment cost.  In previous years, fees were mistakenly calculated 
based on the weekday rate instead of the weekend rate. This adjustment corrects 
that error and aligns the fee with the cost of providing the service. 
 

Answer 3: Director ï City Services 

There is a list of priority roads, but this list not published.  Pathways are listed in the Active 
Transport Strategy located on Councilôs website.  A list of drainage renewals is still to be 
developed. 
 

Answer 4: Director ï City Services 

Staff will re-write the current strategy to simplify the wording making the delivery strategy 
more relevant and understandable to the reader. 
 

Answer 5: Director ï City Performance 

Loan 1242  

https://shoalhaven.infocouncil.biz/Open/2026/04/CL_20260430_ATT_18402_EXCLUDED_EXTRA.PDF
https://www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/Council/What-guides-us/Policies-and-strategies/Active-Transport-Strategy
https://www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/Council/What-guides-us/Policies-and-strategies/Active-Transport-Strategy
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$9,244,533 was borrowed on 10/06/2025 with the details of the relevant business 
papers and minutes provided below. Only the non-waste portion of the loans 
remaining are budgeted to be repaid as part of this budget. All amounts are budgeted 
to be spent, though some borrowed amounts remain unspent as at todayôs date. A 
full reconciliation of actual remaining unspent loans is only completed at year end as 
part of the reconciliation of unrestricted cash for the annual audit. 

Business paper 
Detail  

Date of 
meeting  

Amount  Detail  Minute 
number  

CL 25.50 DPOP 
2024-25 - Quarterly 
Performance and 
Budget Report 
(October - December) 

Tuesday 
25 Feb 
2025 

$5,493,733 Sanctuary Point Library 
repurposed. Monies 
borrowed for Aquatics, 
Building Services, 
Cemeteries, and ourist 
Parks as part of capital 
program for the year 
ended 30 June 2025. 

  

MIN25.79 

CL24.118 Draft 
Delivery Program 
Operational Plan and 
Budget 2024-25 - 
Public Exhibition 

Monday 
6 May 
2024 

$3,750,800 Waste Loans for 
Materials Recovery 
Facility and Waste 
Education Centre (not 
being repaid) 

MIN24.244 

TOTAL    $9,244,533     

 Loan 1241  

$15,856,000 was borrowed on 26/06/2024 with the details of the relevant business 
papers and minutes provided below. Only the non-waste portion of the loan 
remaining is budgeted to be repaid as part of this budget. All amounts are budgeted 
to be spent, though some borrowed amounts remain unspent as at todayôs date. $1m 
in unspent loan monies for a revised Concept Master Plan for Northern Scarp will be 
spent in the 2026/27 financial year as part of the 2026/27 Delivery Program going on 
public exhibition today. A full reconciliation of actual remaining unspent loans is only 
completed at year end as part of the reconciliation of unrestricted cash for the annual 
audit. 

Business paper 
Detail  

Date of 
meeting  

Amount  Detail  Minute 
number  

CL 24.174 DPOP 
2023-24 - Quarterly 
Performance and 
Budget Report 
(January - March) 

Tuesday 
11 June 
2024 

$12,105,200 Amounts endorsed by 
council at budget 
covered by Minute 
23.326 and detailed in 
CL24.119 from the 
Monday May 6 meeting 
spend on SEC 
compliance works, 
SCARP and Artie 
Smith, Depot and Civic 

MIN24.321 

MIN24.245 

MIN25.557 

MIN23.326  
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centre Building 
Improvements, 
Sustainable Tourism, 
Showground Buildings, 
and minor building 
works. Part of this loan 
has already been 
repaid as per council 
resolution made on 
24/02/2026 
(MIN25.557) 

  

CL 24.174 DPOP 
2023-24 - Quarterly 
Performance and 
Budget Report 
(January - March) 

Tuesday 
11 June 
2024 

$3,750,800 $3.7508M for Waste 
mainly MRF (not being 
repaid) 

See above 
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Attachment ï Draft 26-27 Fees & Charges Comparison  
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