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CL25.416 Declaration of  Countback Election - Ward 1 - 

Councillor Brett Steele 
 

HPERM Ref: D25/574559  
 
Department: Business Assurance & Risk  
Approver: Sara McMahon, Manager - Business Assurance & Risk   

Attachments: 1. Declaration of Councillor - Shoalhaven City Council - Ward 1 - 9 
December 2025 ⇩   

Purpose: 

This Addendum report is to advise Council of the result of the Countback Election to fill the 
Ward 1 Casual Vacancy declared earlier today, being 9 December 2025.  

Notice is hereby given that the Returning Officer, Steve Robb, declared Brett Steele duly 
elected as Councillor for Ward 1 of the City of Shoalhaven for the ensuing period, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 356 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 
2021. 

Recommendation 

That Council  

1. Receive for information the addendum report of the Chief Executive Officer regarding the 
Declaration of the Election on 9 December 2025 and the election of Councillor Brett 
Steele. 

2. Suspend Standing Orders to hear Councillor Steele take Oath of Office and therefore 
allow his participation in the remainder of this Ordinary Meeting in accordance with 
Section 233A of the Local Government Act, 1993.   

 

Background  

A casual vacancy was created in Ward 1 on 6 November 2025 following the resignation of 
Councillor Jason Cox.  

At the first meeting of this Council term, it was resolved (MIN24.503) that if Council declared 
a casual vacancy of a Councillor within 18 months after the 14 September 2024 Council 
elections, then this will be filled by a countback of votes. 

A process for countback election was undertaken in accordance with Schedule 9A of the 
Local Government (General) Regulation, 2021.  

On 9 December 2025, the Returning Officer, Steve Robb, declared Brett Steele duly elected 
as Councillor of the City of Shoalhaven for Ward 1 indicated hereunder, in accordance with 
the provisions, Clause 356, of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021. 

 

Risk Implications 

The Councillor listed in the report is declared duly elected and is officially appointed as a 
council official with related obligations, powers and authorities bestowed upon them under 
legislation and council Policy. In accordance with the Act, following the taking of Oath or 
Affirmation of Office, an elected Councillor may participate in Council Meetings.  Training has 
commenced with respect to responsibilities and obligations of Councillors and will be 
addressed in accordance with the adopted Councillor Onboarding and Training Policy.  
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Internal Consultations 

Internal consultation is not required as is not been required or undertaken. The countback 
election is governed by Local Government Act, Local Government Regulation and was 
administered by the NSW Electoral Commission. 
 

External Consultations 

Returning Officer for the NSW Electoral Commission, Steve Robb provided the declaration of 
the Councillor for the Shoalhaven City Council on 9 December 2025 (refer attached). 

 

Community Consultations 

Community consultation is not required as the countback election is governed by Local 
Government Act and Local Government Regulation and was administered by the NSW 
Electoral Commission. 

 

Policy and Statutory Implications 

To participate in his first Ordinary Council meeting Councillor Steele is required under 
Section 233A of the Local Government Act to take the Oath or Affirmation of Office at the first 
available Council meeting or privately in the presence of Shoalhaven City Council’s CEO, an 
Australian legal practitioner or a Justice of the Peace. It is proposed that the Council 
suspends standing orders to hear the taking of the Oath of Office and facilitate Councillor 
Steele participating in this meeting.  

Councillor Steele’s induction and onboarding commenced this afternoon and will be provided 
in accordance with the Induction and Ongoing Professional Development for Mayors and 
Councillors Policy. The attendance of all Councillors at induction training will be included in 
the Council’s Annual Report as required by the Local Government Regulation, 2021.   

 

Financial Implications 

Council resolved at its first meeting of the term on 14 October 2024 to fill any vacancies 
within the first 18 months by countback.  The quotation for the Ward 1 countback is 
$6,435.00. 
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