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MINUTES OF THE ABORIGINAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

Meeting Date: Tuesday, 4 November 2025
Location: Osprey Training Room, Level 1, City Administrative Centre, Bridge Road, Nowra
Time: 5:30pm

The following members were present:

Mayor Patricia White

Clr Gillian Boyd (Remotely)

Ms Sharlene Cruickshank — arrived 5:31 pm
Mr Charlie Ashby — arrived 5:28 pm

Mr Allen Bloxsome — (Remotely)

Ms Cleone Wellington — (Remotely)

Aunty Margaret Simoes

Ms Natalie Lloyd — (Remotely)

Others present:

Ms Katie Buckman — Director City Performance (Acting Chairperson)
Mr Andrew Constance - Chief Executive Officer

Ms Lauren Buckingham — Manager Customer and Community Services
Ms Kristy Mayhew — Tourism Marketing Specialist

Mr Colin Moore — Senior Community Capacity Builder — Aboriginal

Ms Carly McWalters - Lead - Community Capacity Builder

Mr Eric Hollinger — Coordinator - Special Projects Team

Ms Peta Fuller — Governance Officer (Minute taker)

Note: The chairperson declined to chair the meeting as she was attending remotely, and no
community members volunteered to act as Chair. Ms Katie Buckman — Director City Performance
assumed the role of chair for the meeting.

Apologies / Leave of Absence

Apologies were received from Mr David Blakeney, Ms Caryn Carpenter and Mr Uncle Sonny
Henry.

Confirmation of the Minutes

RESOLVED (Sharlene Cruickshank / Allen Bloxsome)

That the Minutes of the Aboriginal Advisory Committee held on Monday 25 August 2025 be
confirmed.

CARRIED

Declaration of Interests

Nil
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REPORTS
AA25.5 Aboriginal Advisory Committee - Action Table Report - HPERM Ref:
25 August 2025 D25/361774

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)

That the Aboriginal Advisory Committee:

1. Receive the Update on Actions Report for information.

2. Acknowledge the following actions as complete and remove from the action table:

a. AA24.12 - Provide a Report Back - Status Update on Comberton Grange Rd Comberton -
Road Closure

b. AA24.11 - Update on Reconciliation Action Plan via Email

c. AA245 - Territories Stolen Generations Redress Scheme - National Indigenous
Australians Agency

d. AA24.12 - Aboriginal Advisory Committee - Action Table Report July 2024
e. AA25.3 - Membership - Reappointment - Resignation - Expired - Sharlene Cruickshank /
Natalie Lloyd / Janet Atkins / Sylvia Timbery / Shane Brown / Paul McLeod / Charlie
Ashby.
RESOLVED (Sharlene Cruickshank / Natalie Lloyd)
That the Aboriginal Advisory Committee:
1. Receive the Update on Actions Report for information.
2. Acknowledge the following actions as complete and remove from the action table:
a. AA24.11 - Update on Reconciliation Action Plan via Email

b. AA24.5 - Territories Stolen Generations Redress Scheme - National Indigenous
Australians Agency

AA24.12 - Aboriginal Advisory Committee - Action Table Report July 2024

AA25.3 - Membership - Reappointment - Resignation - Expired - Sharlene Cruickshank /
Natalie Lloyd / Janet Atkins / Sylvia Timbery / Shane Brown / Paul McLeod / Charlie
Ashby

3. The following action remain open until completed:

a. AA24.12 - Provide a Report Back - Status Update on Comberton Grange Rd Comberton -
Road Closure.

CARRIED

AA25.7 Implementation Update - Reconciliation Action Plan HPERM Ref:
D25/330467

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)
That the Aboriginal Advisory Committee:
1. Receive this report, Update on Reconciliation Action Plan - Implementation, for information.

2. Nominate two members to represent the Aboriginal Advisory Committee on the Reconciliation
Action Plan Yarning Group.
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RESOLVED (Sharlene Cruickshank / Natalie Lloyd)
That the Aboriginal Advisory Committee:
1. Receive this report, Update on Reconciliation Action Plan - Implementation, for information.

2. Defer Item 2 “Nominate two members to represent the Aboriginal Advisory Committee on the
Reconciliation Action Plan Yarning Group” until the new year.

CARRIED

AA25.8 Notice of Motion referred to Aboriginal Advisory HPERM Ref:
Committee - Acknowledgement and Welcome to Country D25/364983
- Support

Discussion was held around SCC supporting Acknowledgement and Welcome to Country and
creating a policy.

There is currently no formal policy or framework. Carly McWalters - Lead - Community Capacity
Builder to review Reconciliation Action Plan.

Consensus around Acknowledgement and Welcome to Country to continue with policy put in
place. Internal cultural awareness training should be provided to councillors and staff.

The recommendation was altered as per the discussion.

Recommendation

That the Aboriginal Advisory Committee discuss the resolved Notice of Motion MIN25.371 and
provide any feedback that they deem appropriate.

Recommendation (Sharlene Cruickshank / Natalie Lloyd)

That the Aboriginal Advisory Committee provided the following feedback on notice of motion
MIN25.371:

1. The Committee emphasises the importance of cultural awareness training and development
opportunities for both staff and Councillors. Members noted that this training should extend
beyond general awareness to build confidence in delivering personal Acknowledgements of
Country—encouraging individuals to move beyond standardised templates and speak with
genuine understanding of their meaning and purpose.

The Committee also highlighted the importance of progressing from cultural awareness to
cultural responsiveness—supporting staff and Councillors to understand how to incorporate
this learning into their work, policies, and practices, and to embed respectful engagement with
Aboriginal communities across all areas of Council’s operations.

2. The Committee recommends that Council develop a formal policy to guide the appropriate and
consistent use of Acknowledgement of Country and Welcome to Country protocols.

CARRIED

AA25.9 Information Report - Planning Proposal (rezoning) for HPERM Ref:
Nebraska Estate, St Georges Basin D25/219990

Eric Hollinger — Coordinator - Special Projects Team gave a presentation on the Proposal
(rezoning) for Nebraska Estate, St Georges Basin.

The committee acknowledged that 2009 was the last time a site survey was conducted and
suggested the survey be reconducted and updated.

Committee members discussed the location and protection of the cultural artefacts. Eric advised
the artefacts are legally protected and are within the land zoned for conservation.

The committee requested council provide physical protection or a barrier around the artefact sites.
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The sites are located on council road reserves or council land.

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)

That the Aboriginal Advisory Committee receive the report for information.

RESOLVED (Sharlene Cruickshank / Charlie Ashby)
That the Aboriginal Advisory Committee receive the report for information.
CARRIED

GENERAL BUSINESS

Carly McWalters advised that council are currently developing the Disability Inclusion Action Plan
(DIAP). Council are currently in the community engagement phase and committee members are
encouraged to provide feedback before it closes on 7 December.

AA25.12 Additional Item - Membership - Paul McLeod

Carly McWalters sought the committee’s feedback on accepting Uncle Paul McLeod’s membership
re-nomination to the committee for another term. The committee endorsed Paul McLeod’s
membership. The committee was asked to encourage young people to be a part of the committee
to fill the 2 x youth positions (18-25 age range).

RECOMMENDATION (By consent)

That the Aboriginal Advisory Committee endorse Paul Mcleod’s membership and note the
importance of committee members being committed to the committee.

CARRIED

Kristy Mayhew — Tourism Marketing Specialist presented a copy of the new visitor guide and drew
the attention of the committee to the disclaimer, Welcome to Country and cultural & community
protocols. Kristy invited members to provide feedback to her.

Kristy Mayhew advised she is now on the Booderee Joint Board. The Committee discussed the
30" anniversary celebration of hand back on 22 November at Green Patch.

Lauren left the meeting at 6:48pm.
Eric left the meeting at 6:49pm.

AA25.11 Additional Item - Jerry Bailey burial grounds project

Colin Moore - Senior Community Capacity Builder — Aboriginal, provided an update on The Jerry
Bailey Burial ground project. The committee discussed community consultation and Natalie Lloyd
reiterated the need for a community members of Shoalhaven Heads (ancestors) consultation.
Carly McWalters advised Council is currently working with Aunty Julie who is the Aboriginal
consultant for the project. The committee was advised stage 2 of the project will include broader
community consultation which will be informed by feedback from stage 1.

RESOLVED (By consent)

That staff provide further updates on the current feedback and next phase of the Jerry Bailey Burial
ground project at the next committee meeting and that the update presentation be emailed to the
members.

CARRIED
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There being no further business, the meeting concluded, the time being 7:05pm.

Ms Katie Buckman
ACTING CHAIRPERSON
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