
 
 

 

Shoalhaven City Council 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Rural Fire Service Strategic Planning 
Committee 
 
 
Meeting Date:  Thursday, 11 March, 2021 
Location: Teams Meeting 
Time:  6.00pm 
 
Please note: Council’s Code of Meeting Practice permits the electronic recording and 
broadcast of the proceedings of meetings of the Council which are open to the public. Your 
attendance at this meeting is taken as consent to the possibility that your image and/or voice 
may be recorded and broadcast to the public. 
 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Apologies 

2. Confirmation of Minutes 

• Rural Fire Service Strategic Planning Committee - 2 December 2020 ...................... 1  

3. Reports 

RF21.1 Rural Fire Service - Future Works ............................................................... 3                            

4. General Business 
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Membership 
Clr Mitchell Pakes – Chairperson 
Clr Mark Kitchener 
Clr Patricia White (alternate) 
Chief Executive Officer or nominee (Mr Paul Keech) 
Mr Mark Williams  
Mr Chris Palmer  
Ms Jennifer Lawther (Alternate TBA) 
Mr Andrew Fielding (Alternate – Mr Bob Johnston) 
Mr Vic Walker (Alternate – Ms Jacqui Cox) 
Mr Martin Gaffey (Alternate – Mr Ron Rollinson) 
Mr Paul Gleeson (Alternate – Mr Geoff Phillips) 
Mr John Ashton (Alternate – TBA) 
Mr Bill Bean (Alternate – TBA) 
Mr Chris Baseler or nominee   
 
Quorum - Five (5) 
   
Objectives:  

To advise Council on issues of a strategic and policy nature relating to the operation of the 
Rural Fire Services having regard to the following:  

• That the core communication between brigades and Fire Control Officer on operational 
issues be raised through the Group Officers utilising the committee structure. 

• All issues be raised through Fire Control so that statutory matters can be resolved 
immediately. 

• Policy matters raised can be referred to the Strategy and Assets Committee through the 
General Manager so that statutory matters can be resolved. 

• That the Strategic Planning Committee be developed as the body advising Council on 
Rural Fire Service policy issues 

 



 

 

Shoalhaven City Council 
 
 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE RURAL FIRE SERVICE 
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
 
Meeting Date:  Wednesday, 2 December 2020 
Location: Teams Meeting 
Time:  5.30pm 
 
 
The following members were present: 
 
Clr Mitchell Pakes - Chairperson 
Clr Mark Kitchener 
Mr Mark Williams  
Mr Chris Palmer  
Mr Andrew Fielding  
Ms Jennifer Lawther  
Mr Tom Tait  
Mr John Ashton  
Mr John Ferguson  
Mr Vic Walker  
Mr Paul Lyddiard  
Mr Paul Keech - Director City Services 
 
Other Attendees 
Mr Gary George – Shoalhaven City Council 
Ms Lynda Ho – Shoalhaven City Council 
    

 

Apologies / Leave of Absence 

Apologies were received from Clr White and Messrs Steve Heggie and Geoff Phillips. 
 
 

Confirmation of the Minutes 

RESOLVED (John Ashton / Andrew Fielding)  

With the addition of Andrew Fielding as in attendance, the Minutes of the Rural Fire Service 
Strategic Planning Committee held on Thursday 10 September 2020 be confirmed. 

CARRIED 
 
 

Declarations of Interest 

Nil  
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REPORTS 
 

RF20.6 Proposed Dates for Meetings in 2021 HPERM Ref: 
D20/476635 

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)  

That the Committee adopt the proposed meeting dates for 2021. 
 

RESOLVED (Mark Williams / Vic Walker)  

The Committee adopted the proposed meeting dates for 2021. 

CARRIED 
 
 

RF20.7 Rural Fire Service - Future Works HPERM Ref: 
D20/476644 

Cl Pakes advised the Committee that a funding opportunity had become available, outside of the 
normal funding streams, to help rebuild the economy in areas significant impacted by the fires.  
There had been a tight timeframe for the grant submission and had been insufficient time to 
consult the Committee. Of the projects listed on the priority listed, Conjola Station Extensions and 
Manyana Station extensions had been the subject of the grant application for $750K and $1.5M 
respectively.   

Mr Keech also advised that a report had been drafted on behalf of the RFS seeking $100K in the 
draft 2020/2021 budget for seed funding to assist other projects on the future capital works list to 
achieve “shovel ready” status.   

The Tomerong Station extensions have been funded by the brigade itself and were subject to the 
normal DA process. It was confirmed that the Broughton Vale Station works were on the current 
capital works listing in the District Liaison Committee agenda papers.  

Members were reminded that the purpose of the Committee was to discuss strategic issues with 
respect to capital works and that issues may be brought to the Committee or raised through the 
normal chain of command.   
 

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)  

That the Rural Fire Service Strategic Planning Committee notes the update on the status of 
unfunded capital works projects. 
 

RESOLVED (Chris Palmer / Vic Walker)  

The Rural Fire Service Strategic Planning Committee noted the update on the status of unfunded 
capital works projects. 

CARRIED 
 
       
There being no further business, the meeting concluded, the time being 5.44pm. 
 
 
Clr Mitchell Pakes 
CHAIRPERSON 
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RF21.1 Rural Fire Service - Future Works 
 

HPERM Ref: D21/28621  
 
Department: Technical Services  
Approver: Lynda Ho, LEMO Support Officer   

Attachments: 1. Revised Priorities - Future Stations & Other Matters ⇩  
2. Advice - 2020 / 2021 Allocations - NSW Rural Fire Fighting Fund - 

Annual Priorities - Rob Rogers / NSW Rural Fire Service ⇩    

Reason for Report  

To review the status of the un-funded capital works projects. 

 

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)  

That the Rural Fire Service Strategic Planning Committee notes the update on the status of 
unfunded capital works projects. 
 
 
Options 

Nil. 

 

Background 

The following projects will remain in the Shoalhaven Strategic Capital Expenditure Program: 

• Tomerong Station extensions; 

• Wandandian Station extensions; 

• Basin View Station extensions; 

• Huskisson Station extensions, and 

• Beaumont Station extensions. 

Refer to attachment 1. 

The above list has been revised as seed funding has been provided to enable the previous 
top three priority stations to proceed to a “shovel ready” state. Seed funding has been 
provided from the following two sources; 

 
1. Council resolved on 15 December 2021 (MIN20.929) that; 

 
Allocate $100,000 in the Draft 2020/2021 budget to allow for advanced design work 
to be completed and thus maximise the possibility of obtaining sufficient State 
Government funding to develop these stations – noting that design funding will be 
part of any funding arrangement.  
It is proposed to use this funding to advance the Manyana Station which was recently 
submitted as part of the BLER grant application for funding. 

 
2. Council received correspondence dated 23 December 2020 from NSW RFS 

Commissioner Rob Rogers (refer to attachment 2) advising the NSW Rural Fire 
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Fighting Fund Allocation 2020-21. Infrastructure projects included within the allocation 
include. 

 
 FCC CABA Storage Facility – New $150,000 
 Brigade Conjola Station Seed Funding - New $50,000 
 Brigade Currarong Station – New $100,000 
 
 Subtotal Infrastructure Projects $300,000 
 

Community Engagement 

Concept plans for each station extension / refurbishment works are discussed with the 
relevant brigade. 
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