
 
 

 

Shoalhaven City Council 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Sustainable Futures Committee 
 
 
Meeting Date:  Thursday, 01 February, 2018 
Location: Jervis Bay Rooms, City Administrative Centre, Bridge Road, Nowra 
Time:  4:00pm 
 
 
Please note: Council’s Code of Meeting Practice permits the electronic recording and 
broadcast of the proceedings of meetings of the Council which are open to the public. Your 
attendance at this meeting is taken as consent to the possibility that your image and/or voice 
may be recorded and broadcast to the public. 
 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Apologies 

2. Confirmation of Minutes 

 Sustainable Futures Committee - 22 January 2018 .................................................. 1  

3. Declarations of Interest 

4. Reports 

SF18.3 Outstanding Action Table - Update ............................................................. 3  

SF18.4 Sourcing Construction Materials Made From Recycled Plastics ................ 12 

SF18.5 Education for Locals & Tourists ................................................................. 14                          

5. General Business 

SF18.6 Anthropogenic Climate Disruption Update Discussion of 2017 Climate 
Data - Clr Gartner 
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Membership 
 
Clr Gartner – Chairperson 
Clr White – Alternate Chairperson  
Mayor 
All Councillors 
General Manager (or nominee) – non-voting 
David Brawn 
Oisin Sweeney 
Robert Hayward 
Peter McVay 
Larraine Larri 
 
Quorum – Six (6) voting members 

   

Purpose 
The Sustainable Futures Committee will make recommendations to Council with respect to 
the following: 

 Setting emission targets for the Shoalhaven. 

 Focusing on energy, including energy efficiency, energy security and renewable energy 
generation as well as other climate change issues 

 Creating and building community capacity for environmentally sustainable living and 
business. 

 Addressing, adapting and building resilience to climate change. 

 Appropriate ways to protect, connect and integrate ecological values within our urban 
and regional context. 

 Supporting and promote Waste reduction and resource recovery. 

 Building organisational and community capacity to meet the challenges of climate 
change. 

 Engage with and learn from our community business and industry leaders on innovative 
solutions. 

 Establish and/or support renewable energy generation projects in the community. 

 Ensure the currency of related strategy, policy and other key Council documents  related 
to the purpose of the Committee. 

 
Delegation 
To expend funds allocated to the Sustainable Futures Committee by Council within the 
approved budget. 



 

 

Shoalhaven City Council 
 
 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE SUSTAINABLE FUTURES 
COMMITTEE 

 
 
Meeting Date:  Monday, 22 January 2018 
Location: E-Meeting 
Time:    
 
 
The following members responded: 
 
Clr Kaye Gartner - Chairperson 
Clr Patricia White 
Clr John Levett 
Mr David Brawn 
Mr Oisin Sweeney 
Mr Robert Hayward 
Mr Peter McVay 
Ms Larraine Larri 
    

 

Apologies / Leave of Absence 

 
Nil 
  
 

Confirmation of the Minutes 

RESOLVED (By consent)  
 
That the Minutes of the Sustainable Futures Committee held on Wednesday 29 November 2017 be 
confirmed. 

CARRIED 
 
 
 

Declarations of Interest 

 
Nil 
 
 

REPORTS 
 

SF18.1 Committee Budget HPERM Ref: 
D17/425034 

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)  

That the Committee 
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1. Allocate $4,000 from its budget to join the NSW OEH Sustainability Advantage Program; and 

2. Allocate up to $40,000 from its budget for staff resources to implement the Program; and 

3. Allocate $6,000 from its budget to undertake a selected audit of the urban tree canopy; and 

4. Should there be any remaining funds from the budget this be directed to the development of a 
communications plan. 

 

RESOLVED (By consent)  

That the Committee 

1. Allocate $4,000 from its budget to join the NSW OEH Sustainability Advantage Program; and 

2. Allocate up to $40,000 from its budget for staff resources to implement the Program; and 

3. Allocate $6,000 from its budget to undertake a selected audit of the urban tree canopy; and 

4. Should there be any remaining funds from the budget this be directed to the development of a 
communications plan. 

CARRIED 
 
Note: Clr Levett did not vote on this item. 
 

SF18.2 Partnership with Griffith University HPERM Ref: 
D18/12190 

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)  

That  

1. Council partner in a research project with Griffith University funded by the Australian Research 
Council (ARC) Discovery grant titled “managing environmental change through planning for 
transformative pathways”; and  

2. Interested Committee members participate in the project by attending workshops facilitated by 
Griffith University. 

 

RESOLVED (By consent)  

That  

1. Council partner in a research project with Griffith University funded by the Australian Research 
Council (ARC) Discovery grant titled “managing environmental change through planning for 
transformative pathways”; and  

2. Interested Committee members participate in the project by attending workshops facilitated by 
Griffith University. 

CARRIED 
 
       
 
There being no further business, the e-meeting concluded. 
 
 
Clr Kaye Gartner 
CHAIRPERSON 
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SF18.3 Outstanding Action Table - Update 
 

HPERM Ref:  D18/9735 
 
Group: Finance Corporate & Community Services Group   
Section:  Human Resources, Governance & Customer Service  
 
Attachments:  1. Ongoing Outstanding Actions List ⇩   
   
      

 

Purpose / Summary 

To advise the Sustainable Futures Committee of all resolutions/actions and provide an 
update. 

 

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)  

That the Outstanding Action Table be received for information. 
 
 
 

Options 

1. As recommended 

Implications: Nil 

 
2. An alternative recommendation relevant to the content of the Table. 

Implications: unknown 

 
 

Background 

It was requested by the Chair that a table be created and reported to each meeting on the 
outstanding actions/resolutions and updates be provided. 
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SF18.4 Sourcing Construction Materials Made From 

Recycled Plastics 
 

HPERM Ref:  D18/19185 
 
Submitted by: Clr Gartner 
  
       

 

Recommendation  

That a report be provided with regard to the proposal for Council to use fully recycled plastics 
in their outdoor infrastructure for such things as stairs, walkways, lookout platforms, benches, 
tables and bollards etc. 
 
 

Details 

The following information was received via email to Clr Gartner: 

“Hi Kaye & sustainable futures committee 

I read in the Council’s ‘Frontline News’ bulletin that council has built a new boardwalk at 
Conjola using Fibre Reinforced Polymer (FRP) and that they plan to continue using this 
product to replace other infrastructure needs, such as stairs to the beach. See the 
paragraphs below. I have done a bit of internet research and found that although a good 
product and long-lasting, there are disposal concerns for its end of life. See paragraph below 
from Wikipedia. More than that though, I believe that council needs to look into using 
recycled plastics, to create an end use for recycled plastic. 

I would like to see council using fully recycled plastics in their outdoor infrastructure for such 
things as stairs, walkways, lookout platforms, benches, tables, bollards etc. People are now 
recycling more of their plastic, but to keep it out of landfill, there needs to be an end use 
product for the plastic. Council infrastructure is an ideal end use. Not only will it help to keep 
plastic out of landfill, but it also is fully recyclable again at the end of its life. Like FRP, 
recycled plastic products also have a long life span and it is hard-wearing. I know some 
National Parks use it for board walks. I haven’t looked into it, but I suspect that other councils 
may already be using it. 

In browsing the web, I found an Australian company whose business is recycled plastic. 
Please have a look at their webpage http://www.replas.com.au/ . They claim that Recycled 
plastic furniture is highly durable, resistant to moisture, termites and designed to last for more 
than forty years. 

I ask you to all look into this and to present to council an environmentally superior 
product. 

Disposal and recycling concerns of fibre reinforced polymer (from Wikipedia) 

As a subset of plastic FR plastics are liable to a number of the issues and concerns in plastic 
waste disposal and recycling. Plastics pose a particular challenge in recycling because they 
are derived from polymers and monomers that often cannot be separated and returned to 
their virgin states, for this reason not all plastics can be recycled for re-use, in fact some 
estimates claim only 20% to 30% of plastics can be recycled at all. Fibre-reinforced plastics 
and their matrices share these disposal and environmental concerns. Investigation of safe 
disposal methods has led to two main variations involving the application of intense heat: in 
one binding agents are burned off - in the process recapturing some of the sunk material cost 
in the form of heat - and incombustible elements captured by filtration; in the other the 
incombustible material is burned in a cement kiln, the fibres becoming an integral part of the 

http://www.replas.com.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plastic_pollution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plastic_pollution
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resulting cast material.[23] In addition to concerns regarding safe disposal the fact that the 
fibres themselves are difficult to remove from the matrix and preserve for re-use means 
FRP's amplify these challenges. FRP's are inherently difficult to separate into base materials, 
that is into fibre and matrix, and the matrix is difficult to separate into usable plastics, 
polymers, and monomers. These are all concerns for environmentally-informed design today. 
Plastics do often offer savings in energy and economic savings in comparison to other 
materials. In addition, with the advent of new more environmentally friendly matrices such 
as bioplastics and UV-degradable plastics, FRP will gain environmental sensitivity.[1] 

From Council’s “Frontline News” bulletin 

The $700,000 Lake Conjola boardwalk is open for 
public use. Council’s project delivery team and AgTrans 
Services have completed the project on time and 
under budget. The structure is 400m long and 1.8m 
wide and is mostly constructed with a composite 
material called FRP - fibre reinforced polymer. 

As with the Lake Conjola boardwalk, many of Council’s 
beach accesses, with timber components, are reaching 
‘end of life’ and will soon need replacing. 
The June 2016 ECL brought about a very sudden end 
of life for all the timber stairs at Currarong Beach. 
Council has replaced two of these accesses with 
a product called FRP (fibre reinforced polymer). 
Whilst FRP is more expensive than timber, it has a life 
expectancy of up to three times that of timber and 
requires less maintenance. 
FRP is now the material of choice and, as steps and 
stairs are replaced at our beaches, you will see it 
become more common. 

 

 

Thank you 

Lani Imhof”  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fibre-reinforced_plastic#cite_note-23
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bioplastic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ultraviolet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fibre-reinforced_plastic#cite_note-Smallman-1
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SF18.5 Education for Locals & Tourists 
 

HPERM Ref:  D18/24371 
 
Submitted by: Clr Gartner 
  
       

 

Recommendation  

That  

1. This Committee consider a delegation to the Sustainable Living Festival 
(http://slf.org.au/events/) being held in Melbourne from 1-28 February 

2. This Committee engage with Economic Development committee, Tourism Committee, 
Aboriginal Advisory Committee, Berry Small Farms, Shoalhaven Slow Food, Shoalhaven 
Transition, Zero Carbon Shoalhaven, Shoalhaven Business Chamber, local farmers, 
schools and community gardens and community groups to hold a similar event in the 
Shoalhaven in 2019. 

3. The role of the Sustainability Project Officer include planning for  greater synergies 
between and support for  schools, TAFE, local organisations and SCC i.e. including 
towards a Shoalhaven Sustainable Living Festival and integration of Sustainability 
Education initiatives (e.g. Sustainable Schools Program, Eco-Schools, Kreative Koalas, 
The Archibull Prize). 

 
 

Details 

This recommendation addresses the Statement and Purpose of the Sustainable Futures 
Committee, particularly 

 Create and build community capacity for environmentally sustainable living and 
business 

The festival in Melbourne is one month long, engages a wide range of community and 
features spekers like Dr John Hewson, David Holmgren, Paul Hawken and more. The 
Festivals signature event will be staged in Festival Square, Melbourne, between February 9-
11, where the speakers, growers market and major exhibitions will be onsite. 

This Festival has a long, evolving history. It attracts over 100,000 people with an emerging 
urban, arts and cultural focus. The Shoalhaven is well placed to have such a festival with the 
stated purpose to advance the commuity capacity for environmentally sustainable living and 
business. 

 

     

http://slf.org.au/events/
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