
 
 

 

Shoalhaven City Council 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Youth Advisory Committee 
 
 
Meeting Date:  Wednesday, 23 October, 2019 
Location: Jervis Bay Rooms, City Administrative Centre, Bridge Road, Nowra 
Time:  10.00am 
 
Please note: Council’s Code of Meeting Practice permits the electronic recording and 
broadcast of the proceedings of meetings of the Council which are open to the public. Your 
attendance at this meeting is taken as consent to the possibility that your image and/or voice 
may be recorded and broadcast to the public. 
 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Election of Chairperson (every meeting) 

2. Acknowledgement and Welcome to Country 

3. Apologies 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

• Youth Advisory Committee - 31 July 2019  

5. Declarations of Interest      

6. Reports 

YA19.9 Youth Advisory Committee Actions: Status Report - October 2019 ............. 1 

YA19.10 Youth Advisory Committee Action Plan 2019-2022 ..................................... 8 

YA19.11 Youth Advisory Committee Planning Day 2019-2020 - Proposed 
Youth Partner Projects Grant Applications ................................................ 24 

YA19.12 Improving Nowra CBD & Community Pride for Young People ................... 34 

YA19.13 School Bus Transport Safety & Overcrowding Clarification ....................... 45 

YA19.14 Notification - Council Resolution - Re-establishment of Youth 
Advisory Committee .................................................................................. 48                     

7. General Business 



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page ii 

 

 

Membership 
Chairperson – Appointed by Committee at each meeting 
All Councillors 
Member for Gilmore – Fiona Phillips MP or nominee Matthew Norris 
Member for Kiama – Gareth Ward MP or nominee Sebastien Riou 
Member for South Coast – Shelley Hancock MP or nominee Jacob Williams 
Representative - Shoalhaven Local Area Command NSW Police 
Representative - Sanctuary Point Youth & Community Centre 
Representative - Bay and Basin Community Resources 
Representative - Nowra Youth Centre 
Representative - Police Citizens Youth Club 
Representative - Regional Development Australia 
Representative - Shoalhaven Business Chamber 
Representative - 330 Squadron Australian Air Force Cadets 
Pallas Retimana 
Hannah Schofield 
2 voting representatives from each local High School 
 
   
Purpose  
a) To represent the interests and views of young people to Council and the Community 
b) To provide an opportunity for young people to discuss issues of concern to young people 
c) To provide a mechanism for young people to make representations to organisations and 

various spheres of Government requesting appropriate action to improve facilities and 
services available to young people 

d) To give young people experience in Local Government and community affairs 
e) To create greater awareness and appreciation within the general community of the needs 

and talents of young people 
f) To provide a mechanism for young people to address youth issues themselves 
 
Delegated Authority 
Act within adopted budgets aligning with Council’s strategic plans and documents to deliver 
youth programs and activities that meet the needs of local young people. 
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YA19.9 Youth Advisory Committee Actions: Status 

Report - October 2019 
 

HPERM Ref: D19/199002 
 
Group: Finance Corporate & Community Services Group   
Section: Recreation Community & Culture   

Attachments: 1. Action Update - October 2018 to October 2019 ⇩    

Purpose / Summary 

To provide members with a progress report regarding actions and resolutions that have been 
made at previous meetings of the Youth Advisory Committee. 

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)   

That the Shoalhaven Youth Advisory Committee receive the Status Report for information. 
 
 
Options 

1. Adopt the recommendation as above. 

Implications: The Youth Advisory Committee is updated about progress of actions and 
recommendations made at previous meetings of the Committee. 

 
2. Request more information. 

Implications: Members of the Youth Advisory Committee will be provided additional detail 
as requested. 

 

Background 

Often, during meetings of the YAC, members make recommendations. These can come via 
reports, as written above by example, or by requests brought up in general business. Council 
keeps a record of all these actions and tracks their progress and completion.  

It is considered important that the members of the Youth Advisory Committee are kept 
informed about progress towards the completion of actions and projects.  

This report provides a structured approach to facilitate this information exchange. 

• Attachment 1 shows an update on completed actions over the past 12 months.  

• There are no uncompleted actions for this committee.  

Going forward, it is proposed that this report will include all uncompleted actions (if any) and 
all actions completed since the previous meeting. The list of uncompleted actions will provide 
an opportunity for actions arising to be addressed and discussed and for members to track 
progress.    
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YA19.10 Youth Advisory Committee Action Plan 2019-

2022 
 

HPERM Ref: D19/342406 
 
Group: Finance Corporate & Community Services Group   
Section: Recreation Community & Culture   

Attachments: 1. Previously Reported Draft - Youth Advisory Committee Action Plan ⇩  

2. Final Draft - Youth Advisory Committee Action Plan 2019-2022 ⇩  
3. Youth Advisory Committee - Adopted Terms of Reference ⇩    

Purpose / Summary 

To update the Committee on the status of the Youth Advisory Committee Action Plan 2019-
2022 and recommend a way forward.  
 

Recommendation  

That the Youth Advisory Committee:  

1. Accept the Youth Advisory Committee Action Plan 2019-2022 as the final document 

2. Request Council formally adopt the Youth Advisory Committee Action Plan 2019-2022 
as the strategic plan for the Committee from 2019 to 2022, to sit alongside the Terms of 
Reference.  

 
 
Options 

1. Adopt the recommendation as above. 

Implications:  

• The YAC have a strategic document to refer to from 2019 to 2022 to measure 
success against.  

• YAC will request Council formally acknowledge the document and recognise the 
strategic direction of the Committee in addition to the Terms of Reference.  

• YAC will receive reports and updates in line with key items in the document.  

 
2. Request or provide more information 

Implications:  

• Members of the Committee will be provided additional detail as requested. 

 

Background 

Members of the Shoalhaven Youth Advisory Committee met twice over 2018 to develop an 
Action Plan for the Shoalhaven Youth Advisory Committee.  

The objective of the ‘Action Plan’ is to provide a strategic framework to help guide the work of 
the Committee from 2019 to 2022. It is intended to sit alongside the Terms of Reference 
(Attachment 3) as a key document for the Committee to refer to from 2019 to 2022.  
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If accepted by YAC and adopted by Council, Action Plan updates will be reported to the 
Committee regularly via formal reports.  

 

The wrong final document was reported to YAC and Council 

Unfortunately, at the last meeting of the YAC, the YAC Action Plan was accepted with the 
incorrect final document attached; see Attachment 1 for a copy of the incorrect document. 
This document was a working draft and contained several formatting and spelling errors as 
well as incorrect dates and unfinished outcomes.  

 

The correct document – next steps 

It is recommended that the final draft of the Youth Advisory Committee Action Plan 2019-22 
(Attachment 2) be endorsed by the Youth Advisory Committee, with an apology from Council 
staff for the administration error.  

If approved, a copy of this report will then be forwarded to elected representatives of 
Shoalhaven City Council for formal adoption at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council. 

• Actions that are contained in the plan are aligned with key themes and associated 
priority actions that are contained in Shoalhaven City Council’s Integrated Strategic 
Plan.   

• Some of the actions that were identified by members are not the responsibility of 
Local Government (i.e. transport). These actions have been forwarded to relevant 
Council staff for consideration.  

 
Community Engagement 

This strategic ‘Action Plan’ was created in partnership with members through a series of 
workshops held during 2018.  

The Shoalhaven City Council Youth Advisory Committee aims to represent the interests and 
views of young people to Council and the Community. Membership from local young people 
with diverse and varied backgrounds is actively encouraged, aged from year 9 students up to 
21 years old.  

Its purpose is to:  

• Give young people experience in Local Government and community affairs 

• Provide an opportunity to discuss issues of concern to young people 

• Provide a mechanism for young people to address youth issues themselves, or to 
make representations to organisations and various spheres of Government 
requesting appropriate action to improve facilities and services available to young 
people 

See Attachment 3 for a copy of the Terms of Reference. The Committee aims to meet 4 
times a year.  

 



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 10 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

0
 -

 A
tt
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

1
 

 
  



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 11 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

0
 -

 A
tt
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

1
 

 
  



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 12 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

0
 -

 A
tt
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

1
 

 
  



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 13 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

0
 -

 A
tt
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

1
 

 
  



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 14 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

0
 -

 A
tt
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

1
 

 
  



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 15 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

0
 -

 A
tt
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

1
 

 



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 16 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

0
 -

 A
tt
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

2
 

 
  



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 17 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

0
 -

 A
tt
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

2
 



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 18 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

0
 -

 A
tt
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

2
 

 
  



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 19 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

0
 -

 A
tt
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

2
 

 
  



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 20 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

0
 -

 A
tt
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

2
 

 
  



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 21 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

0
 -

 A
tt
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

2
 

 



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 22 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

0
 -

 A
tt
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

3
 

 
  



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 23 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

0
 -

 A
tt
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

3
 

 
 



 

 
 Youth Advisory Committee – Wednesday 23 October 2019 

Page 24 

 

 

Y
A

1
9
.1

1
 

 
YA19.11 Youth Advisory Committee Planning Day 2019-

2020 - Proposed Youth Partner Projects Grant 
Applications  

 

HPERM Ref: D19/211378 
 
Group: Finance Corporate & Community Services Group   
Section: Recreation Community & Culture   

Attachments: 1. Partner Projects Funding Applications 2019 ⇩  
2. YAC - Planning Day 2019 - Pictorial ⇩    

Purpose / Summary 

 

To allocate budget for the 2019-2020 Youth Advisory Committee Youth Partner Project 
Grant, and to seek approval from the Committee to review how this grant program is run into 
the future.  

 

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)  

That the Youth Advisory Committee (YAC):  

1. Approve the disbursement of funds to support the following Partner Projects: 

Nowra Youth Services  Indoor and outdoor activities including a 
cooking program  

$1,000 

Bomaderry Community Inc.  Initiate plan and manage a sustainable youth 
focused community event in Bomaderry 

$1,000 

Regional Development 
Australia  

Drumming workshop as part of the South 
Coast Leadership Forum (October 2019)  

$1,000 

Mission Australia Shoalhaven 
Youth Services  

Deliver school holiday engagement activities 
at the Youth Centre   

$1,000 

The Flagstaff Group  Working with students with autism to deliver 
a range of projects that focus on woodwork 

$   850 

TOTAL   $4,850  

2. Recommend to review the current Partnership Grant program with a view of combining 
youth grants within the broader Draft Community Development Grants program. 
Requesting consideration be given to:  

a. Specifically quarantining any funds allocated from the YAC budget to youth projects  

b. Request that a YAC member is invited to review grant applications under this 
program 

c. Ensure the YAC receive a report annually to update on funded youth projects   

3. Be kept up to date on the new Community Development Grant Program status 

4. Allocate $8000 from the Youth Advisory Committee budget for inclusion in the 19/20 
Financial Year grants round 

5. Allocate $5000 annually to the community grants (quarantined for youth projects) in 
future years.  
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Options 

1. The Youth Advisory Committee accept the recommendation. 

Implications:  

• This will allow the Youth Advisory Committee to support Youth Programs in the LGA 
in line with their current Council endorsed Action Plan and Council’s Community 
Strategic Plan 

• Youth projects will remain a key priority area for grants 

• This would aim for far greater exposure for youth grant applications and a far greater 
diversity of applicants into the future  

• A youth representative on the panel to review all grants would have a greater role in 
Council decision making across all community sectors 

• Greater efficiencies and equality for community grants across the region. 

 
2. The Youth Advisory Committee does not support a review of the grant program.  

 Implications:  

• Young people across the LGA will have fewer opportunities to engage in activities in 
and at services specific to young people.   

• The current grant program will continue with very few applications.  

 

Background 

The Youth Advisory Committee Planning Day (Attachment 2) was held on Thursday 20 June 
2019. The meeting was attended by ten members of the Youth Advisory Committee from 
Shoalhaven High School, Ulladulla High School and St John the Evangelist Catholic High 
School.  

At the Planning Day, Youth Advisory Committee members: 

• Reviewed the Youth Advisory Committee Terms of Reference  

• Assessed Partner Project Funding applications  

The Youth Advisory Committee’s 2019-2020 operational budget contains $8,600 that can be 
used to deliver projects in partnership with community organisations and agencies. Members 
who attended the Youth Advisory Committee Planning Day agreed that $3,000 of the above 
$8,600 be directed towards facilitating the 2019 International Youth Day Awards. However, 
this year the event did not go ahead as planned. As a result, the funds will be able to be 
reallocated to other projects.  

An advertisement advising that the Youth Partnership Funding Program was open for 
applications was placed on Council’s website during late May 2019. An email regarding the 
grant program was sent to approximately 200 community service agencies. 

Five Partner Project funding applications (Attachment 1 and summarised below) were 
received. All five applications were deemed to be eligible for funding and the YAC discussed 
these at the planning day. Applications were assessed under the following criteria:  

• Project meets Community Strategic Plan (CSP) objectives and strategies 

• Project will be delivered by an Incorporated Organisation 

• Project proposal was created in consultation with young people 
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• Request for funding is within request budget limit (max $1000) 

2019-2020 Partner Project Funding Application Recommendation  

Applicant  Project  Funding  

Nowra Youth Services  Indoor and outdoor activities including a 
cooking program  

$1,000 

Bomaderry Community Inc.  Initiate plan and manage a sustainable 
youth focused community event in 
Bomaderry 

$1,000 

Regional Development 
Australia  

Drumming workshop as part of the South 
Coast Leadership Forum (October 2019)  

$1,000 

Mission Australia – 
Shoalhaven Youth Services  

Deliver school holiday engagement 
activities at the Youth Centre   

$1,000 

The Flagstaff Group  Working with students with autism to deliver 
a range of projects that focus on woodwork 

$   850 

TOTAL   $4,850  

 
Except for the Bomaderry Community Inc. all applications were from organisations that 
received funding under the 2018 Youth Partner Project Grants. However, programs and 
projects were different and targeted to deliver to different young people. 

 

A Review of the Funding Program 

The Youth Advisory Committee Action Plan recommends the continuation of youth 
community grants. However, despite over 200 organisations being sent the grant information, 
there were few applications to the Youth Partner Projects Grant this year. In addition, most 
applications were received from the same organisations who apply every year.   

The Community Development Team have been working to review community grants and 
how they run throughout the organisations. A draft for a new program is being developed and 
will be reported to Council over the coming months. If approved, this program will be 
promoted throughout the region annually and will aim to enhance existing, or develop new, 
services and / or activities that:  

- Build inclusive, safe and connected communities 

- Activate our community through arts, culture and events 

- Support active, healthy and liveable communities.  

It is recommended that, in order to increase the number of applications for the Youth Partner 
Projects Grant, the Youth Advisory Committee partner with the Community Development 
Grants.  

Through this grant program, it is proposed that any funds allocated from the YAC be 
quarantined for youth-specific projects. It is envisioned that this would allow:  

• Greater promotion of youth grants 

• A larger range of programs and events that are eligible for funding 

• The YAC members to play an active role in assessment of community grants 
throughout the region. 
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Community Engagement 

The planning day and discussion regarding the allocation of funding to youth focused 
projects was participatory in nature and was conducted in accordance with Council’s 
Community Engagement Policy. This policy recognises that all members of the community 
have a right and responsibility to participate in their community’s future and Council has a 
responsibility to make any level of engagement easy and meaningful. 

 

Policy Implications 

The Planning Day and all associated outcomes present no adverse or negative policy 
implications for Council. 

 

Financial Implications 

$17,488 is provided in the 2019/20 Youth Advisory Committee budget to facilitate Partner 
Projects as per table below.  

  

 

Risk Implications 

All successful grant applicants will be required to provide proof of Public Liability and 
Indemnity Insurance as part of an agreement between Shoalhaven City Council and the 
organisation.  

 

Youth Advisory Committee 

Budget

18/19 FY  $           8,853 

19/20 FY  $           8,635 

Total Available Budget  $         17,488 

Expenses

Planning Day  $              230 

Committed / Proposed         

CBD Revitilisation (MIN19.342)  $           4,000 

Partner Funding Program  $          4,850 

Community Development Grants - YOUTH  $          8,000 

Total Expenses  $         17,080 

Forcast Balance  $              408 

Budget Summary
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YA19.12 Improving Nowra CBD & Community Pride for 

Young People  
 

HPERM Ref: D19/193675 
 
Group: Finance Corporate & Community Services Group   
Section: Recreation Community & Culture  

Attachments: 1. Presentation Notes - Nowra High School ⇩  

2. Presentation Notes - Shoalhaven High School ⇩  
3. Presentation Notes - Vincentia High School ⇩  

4. Presentation Notes - Ulladulla High School ⇩    

Purpose / Summary 

To update the Youth Advisory Committee on the Nowra CBD Community Pride project and 
agree on a way forward.  

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)  

That the Youth Advisory Committee:  

1. Nominate 2 members to meet informally with Council staff 

a. Invite the young people who presented to Council at the Youth Week Councillor 
Briefing to attend.  

b. This meeting should aim to create an engagement plan to understand issues young 
people have with the Nowra CBD in line with MIN 19.342  

c. An invitation should be extended to members of the Nowra CBD Revitalisation 
Strategy Committee. 

2. Request a place on the agenda for the Nowra CBD Revitalisation Strategy Committee 
with an aim to:  

a. Invite the young person who presented on issues with Nowra CBD to speak at the 
next meeting, and  

b. Have nominated representatives present the draft engagement plan to the members 
of the Nowra CBD Revitalisation Strategy Committee for advice and comment.  

3. Receive a report back to a future meeting with the final engagement plan, with budget 
breakdown, and outcomes of any meeting with the CBD Revitalisation Committee.  

 
 
Options 

1. The recommendation is adopted as written.  

Implications: This will address MIN19.342 and give the Youth Advisory Committee an 
agreed way forward.  

 
2. The recommendation is not adopted an alternative recommendation provided.  

Implications: MIN19.342 may not be addressed by the Committee. 
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Background 

During April 2019 Council conducted a Councillor Briefing for Youth Week. Shoalhaven 
students from year 9 and above were invited to attend and speak for 3 minutes on the 
following topic “The most important thing Shoalhaven City Council needs to address is …” 

Attachment 1-4 shows a copy of each presentation for information.  

One issue of particular concern to the Council was the perceived lack of community pride in 
Nowra CBD, as presented by one young person from Nowra High School, who had surveyed 
students at his school, see Attachment 1.   

At the May 2019 meeting of the Youth Advisory Committee, and followed on by a resolution 
of the Ordinary Meeting of Council, it was resolved (MIN19.342):   

That: 

1. “The Youth Advisory Committee receive the report for information.  

2. Council approve carrying forward any remaining balance from the $4,000 in the 2018/19 
Youth Advisory Committee budget (job number 13845) to the 2019/2020 FY to facilitate 
the community engagement and consultation with young people in the Shoalhaven, and, 
if successful; 

3. The Youth Advisory Committee agree to help and inform the design of and implement a 
community engagement plan that seeks to clarify issues raised by young people 
regarding the Nowra CBD, Community Pride and or identify what the social and physical 
needs of young people are within precinct. 

4. The Youth Advisory Committee report back to Council the key findings and possible 
actions at the conclusion of the community engagement and consultation with young 
people. 

5. This item be included on the agenda for each Youth Advisory Committee meeting until 
completed”.  

 

Background - The Nowra CBD Revitalisation Strategy Committee 

Shoalhaven City Council have a Nowra CBD Revitalisation Strategy Committee, which is 
dedicated to improving Nowra’s CBD. This committee has an annual budget and the 
membership is made up of property owners, business operators, community representatives 
and Councillors. When talking about the Nowra CBD, Council works formally through this 
committee seeking their advice and guidance.  

It is recommended that the Youth Advisory Committee present the engagement plan to the 
Committee for advice prior to proceeding.  

 

Next Steps  

In order to begin the process of addressing item 3 of the resolution, it is suggested that the 
Youth Advisory Committee nominates 2 members to participate in an informal meeting with 
representatives of the Nowra CBD Revitalisation Strategy Committee to help to develop a 
community engagement plan. It is also suggested that the invitation is sent to the young 
people that participated in the briefing session to Councillors.  

The engagement plan will aim to find out what young people think of the Nowra CBD and 
what improvements could be made to increase community pride of the area in line with 
MIN19.342.  

It is anticipated that the meeting to develop the Engagement plan will be held during the 
period November to -December 2019. This meeting will be held in person at Shoalhaven City 
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Council, and will have options for phone or web link into the meeting. It will be supported by a 
Community Development Officer.  

Once the engagement plan is complete, it is recommended the Youth Advisory Committee 
be on the Nowra CBD Revitalisation Strategy Committee agenda to:  

a) Invite the young person who presented on issues with Nowra CBD to speak at the 
next meeting, and  

b) Have nominated representatives from the Group to present the draft engagement 
plan to the members of the Nowra CBD Revitalisation Strategy Committee for 
advice and comment.  

Once the engagement plan is finalised it will be reported back to the Youth Advisory 
Committee prior to conducting the community engagement and reporting back to Council on 
the outcomes of this process. 
 

Financial Implications 

There are $4,000 revoted funds approved for this project as per part 2 - MIN19.342. 
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YA19.13 School Bus Transport Safety & Overcrowding 

Clarification 
 

HPERM Ref: D19/342573 
 
Group: Finance Corporate & Community Services Group   
Section: Recreation Community & Culture    

Purpose / Summary 

To seek clarification from the Youth Advisory Committee on information to be included in a 
letter to the State Member about safety and overcrowding concerns on school bus transport. 

Recommendation  

That the Youth Advisory Committee: 

1. Provide clarification to Council on issues raised by the Committee regarding safety of 
students on school bus transport: 

a. >insert clarification point during meeting <  

b. >insert clarification point during meeting <  

c. >insert clarification point during meeting <  

2. Request Council write to identified School Principals outlining the concerns of the YAC 
and requesting further information about what has already been done to try to address 
the issues and advocating for safety. 

a. >insert identified school here<  

b. >insert identified school here<  

3. Request Council staff provide a report to the Youth Advisory Committee on the findings 
and comments received from School Principals  

 
 
Options 

1. The Youth Advisory Committee adopt the recommendation as written above 

Implications: 

• A report will go to Council requesting that Council staff write to identified school 
Principals outlining the concerns of the Youth Advisory Committee.  

• Subject to adoption by Council, staff will send a letter to the Principal of the identified 
Schools that will outline concerns raised and request further information about what 
has already been done to try to address the issues raised at YAC. 

• Council staff will report the findings back to Youth Advisory Committee at a future 
meeting. 

 
2. The Youth Advisory Committee: 

a. Provide clarification to Council on issues raised by the committee regarding safety of 
students on school bus transport routes going south of Nowra: 

i. >insert clarification point during meeting <  

ii. >insert clarification point during meeting <  
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iii. >insert clarification point during meeting <  

b. Request that Council make representation on behalf of the Youth Advisory 
Committee to the State Member regarding key issues identified above. 

c. Report back findings to the Youth Advisory Committee.  

Implications: 

• A report will go to Council requesting a letter be written to the State Member on 
behalf of the Youth Advisory Committee regarding the key issues raised and to 
advocate on behalf of youth in the Shoalhaven.  

• If Council agree, Council staff will send the letter and report any response back to 
Youth Advisory Committee at a future meeting. 

  
3. The Youth Advisory Committee:  

a. Accept the report for information  

b. Provide clarification to Council on issues raised by the committee regarding safety of 
students on school bus transport routes going south of Nowra: 

i. >insert clarification point during meeting<  

ii. >insert clarification point during meeting <  

iii. >insert clarification point during meeting<  

c. Request no further action from Council. 

Implications:  

• A report will be written to Council to update them on the clarifications as requested 

• No further action will be requested from Council and no further action will be taken.  

 
Background 

At the May 2019 meeting of the Youth Advisory Committee concerns were raised by 
Committee members about overcrowding and standing numbers on school bus transport 
routes going south of Nowra. A report went to Council requesting that they write to the State 
to advocate for improved safety.  

  

Feedback from Council 

A report to the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 28 May 2019 presented the request from the 
YAC. At that meeting, Council discussed the request of the Committee and MIN19.343 was 
resolved: 

‘That this matter be referred back to the Youth Advisory Committee for further 
discussion and information’. 

A webcast of the discussion in the meeting from Council can be accessed using the following 
link: https://webcast.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/archive/video19-0514.php 

Overall, Council had some questions about the specifics of the issues raised: 

• Councillors that attended the May Youth Advisory Committee meeting could not recall 
this being raised or the conversation taking place, noting that they are seeking 
clarification of what the issues are; e.g. ‘Did a bus break down on the highway?’ 

• It was also noted that there are new rules now in place for buses travelling on 
highways, and that they would like to raise and discuss these with the YAC. 

https://webcast.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/archive/video19-0514.php
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This report seeks further information and details from YAC for Councillors to consider prior to 
considering a further action, such as a letter to the school principals or a State Member.  

 

Additional Background - State Government and Local Government 

Whilst Transport is largely a State Government responsibility, Shoalhaven City Council as a 
Local Government entity does have the role to influence matters outside the direct control of 
Council, which includes advocacy. This may extend to transport. This is illustrated in 
Council’s ‘Sphere of Control, Influence and Concern’ through its Community Strategic Plan 
(CSP).  The CSP is a 10-year plan, and can be viewed from the link below: 
http://doc.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/Displaydoc.aspx?Record=D17/199559 
 
 

 
 
 
Whilst Councils do not play an active role in managing transport, it is suggested that the YAC 
ask Council to support staff action to write to the local school principals to advise them of the 
key issues raised by YAC, and to seek feedback and an update on any action being taken by 
the schools. This will be then reported back to the YAC for further consideration.  
 

Community Engagement 

The Youth Advisory Committee is engaged and supported. Meetings are structured as a 
participatory, consultation and engagement opportunity. 

  

http://doc.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/Displaydoc.aspx?Record=D17/199559
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YA19.14 Notification - Council Resolution - Re-

establishment of Youth Advisory Committee 
 

HPERM Ref: D19/353731 
 
Group: Finance Corporate & Community Services Group   
Section: Human Resources, Governance & Risk   

Attachments: 1. Terms of Reference ⇩    

Purpose / Summary 

To advise the Youth Advisory Committee of Council’s resolution in relation to the re-
establishment of the Committee. 

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)  

That the Committee receive the report on the Council Resolution – Re-establishment of 
Youth Advisory Committee for information. 
 
 
Options 

1. As recommended. 

Implications: The membership structure as specified in the Council Resolution is adopted 
for the period to 30 September 2020. 

 
2. Propose a different membership arrangement. 

Implications: Should the Committee wish to make the recommendation in option 2, this is 
required to go to Council for approval. 

 

Background 

Each year in September Council reaffirms all its committees for the next 12 months. At that 
meeting Council has the option to: reaffirm its committees; make any change to membership, 
purpose, delegation, quorum, and the number of meetings required for those committees; or 
disband committees.  

At the Extra Ordinary meeting on 20 September 2019 Council resolved as follows: 

CL19.252 Youth Advisory Committee (1506E)  

RESOLVED   MIN19.685  

That Council continue the operation of Youth Advisory Committee for the period to 30 September 
2020 as outlined below: 
 

Meetings per year – Four (4)  
Commencement time – 10.00am 

Quorum – Six (6) 

Terms of Reference: POL18/49  
Amended: 21/8/2018 

Purpose: 
a) To represent the interests and views of young people to Council and the Community 
b) To provide an opportunity for young people to discuss issues of concern to young 

people 

http://doc.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/displaydoc.aspx?record=POL18/49
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c) To provide a mechanism for young people to make representations to organisations 
and various spheres of Government requesting appropriate action to improve facilities 
and services available to young people 

d) To give young people experience in Local Government and community affairs 
e) To create greater awareness and appreciation within the general community of the 

needs and talents of young people 
f) To provide a mechanism for young people to address youth issues themselves 

Delegation: 
Act within adopted budgets aligning with council’s strategic plans and documents to deliver 
youth programs and activities that meet the needs of local young people. 

Chairperson – Appointed by Committee at each meeting 

2019-2020 Councillor/Staff Membership  
All Councillors  
CEO or Nominee 

Community / Organisational Representatives  
Eight (8) Community Youth Representatives 
18 students from Year 9 & above (Two (2) voting representatives from each local High 
School) 
Member for Gilmore or nominee  
Member for Kiama or nominee  
Member for South Coast or nominee  
Shoalhaven Local Area Command NSW Police  
Sanctuary Point Youth & Community Centre  
Bay & Basin Community Resources  
Nowra Youth Centre 
Police Citizens Youth Club 
Regional Development Australia  
Shoalhaven Business Chamber  
330 Squadron Australian Air Force Cadets  

 

 

This report is provided to inform the Committee members of the resolution of the Council. 
Should the Committee wish to make any changes to the above, a recommendation to 
Council will be required to that effect. 

 

Policy Implications 

No amendments to the Terms of Reference have been made by this resolution. 
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