Shoalhaven City Council

Sustainable Futures Committee
Meeting Date:
Location:
Time:

Thursday, 09 August, 2018
Jervis Bay Rooms, City Administrative Centre, Bridge Road, Nowra
4:00pm

Please note: Council’s Code of Meeting Practice permits the electronic recording and
broadcast of the proceedings of meetings of the Council which are open to the public. Your
attendance at this meeting is taken as consent to the possibility that your image and/or voice
may be recorded and broadcast to the public.
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Membership
Clr Gartner – Chairperson
Clr White – Alternate Chairperson
Mayor
All Councillors
General Manager (or nominee) – non-voting
David Brawn
Oisin Sweeney
Robert Hayward
Peter McVay
Larraine Larri
Quorum – Six (6) voting members
Purpose
The Sustainable Futures Committee will make recommendations to Council with respect to
the
following:
• Setting emission targets for the Shoalhaven.
• Focusing on energy, including energy efficiency, energy security and renewable energy
generation as well as other climate change issues
• Creating and building community capacity for environmentally sustainable living and
business.
• Addressing, adapting and building resilience to climate change.
• Appropriate ways to protect, connect and integrate ecological values within our urban
and regional context.
• Supporting and promote Waste reduction and resource recovery.
• Building organisational and community capacity to meet the challenges of climate
change.
• Engage with and learn from our community business and industry leaders on innovative
solutions.
• Establish and/or support renewable energy generation projects in the community.
• Ensure the currency of related strategy, policy and other key Council documents related
to the purpose of the Committee.
Delegation
To expend funds allocated to the Sustainable Futures Committee by Council within the
approved budget.

Shoalhaven City Council

MINUTES OF THE SUSTAINABLE FUTURES
COMMITTEE
Meeting Date:
Location:
Time:

Thursday, 7 June 2018
Jervis Bay Rooms, City Administrative Centre, Bridge Road, Nowra
4:02pm

The following members were present:
Clr Kaye Gartner - Chairperson
Clr Patricia White
Clr John Levett
Clr Mark Kitchener
David Brawn
Robert Hayward
Peter McVay
Larraine Larri
Also present:
Phil Costello – Director, Planning Environment & Development
Stephen Dunshea – Director, Finance Corporate & Community
Paul Keech – Director, Assets & Works
Gordon Clark – Manager, Strategic Planning
Jessica Rippon - Executive Manager, Communications
Kelie Clarke – Manager, Environmental Services
Avalynne Willey - Waste Services
Fiona Schreurs - Resource Recovery Project Coordinator
David Hojem – Manager, Waste Services
Michael Smith - Team Leader, Environmental Planning & Assessment

The Chairperson acknowledged the Aboriginal land on which the meeting was taking place.

Apologies / Leave of Absence
Apologies were received from Oisin Sweeney, Clr Nina Cheyne, Mayor Amanda Findley, and
Carmel Krogh, Director Shoalhaven Water.

Confirmation of the Minutes
RESOLVED (Clr White / Robert Hayward)
That the Minutes of the Sustainable Futures Committee held on Tuesday 01 May 2018 be
confirmed.
CARRIED
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Declarations of Interest
During discussion of item SF18.21 - Solar Garden Formalise Usage of Old North Nowra Waste
Depot, it was advised that Bob Hayward, David Brawn and Peter McVay sit on a subcommittee of
Repower Shoalhaven - less than significant non pecuniary interest - will remain in the meeting and
will vote.

PRESENTATIONS
SF18.18

Sue Westaway - Little Eagle - EcoVillage Initiative Red
Head Villages Association (RHVA)

HPERM Ref:
D18/95515

This item will be postponed until the meeting on 9 August 2018.
Sue Westaway, Little Eagle, has requested to address the Sustainable Futures Committee to
address the report previously submitted by Larraine Larri, Thursday 1 February 2018 - SF18.7 EcoVillage Initiative Red Head Villages Association (RHVA).

SF18.19

Expo 2019

HPERM Ref:
D18/173171

Avalynne Wilby, Assets and Works Waste Services, explained that she had noted the Sustainable
Futures Committee was considering holding a Sustainable Living festival, similar to that in
Melbourne in February. She gave advance notice of the Waste and Environment Expo being
planned for 2019, in part to avoid any clashes with events the Sustainable Futures Committee may
be organising. She circulated copies of last year’s Expo brochure.
The 2019 event has the theme ‘Reimagining Waste’, and is about repurposing and rethinking
waste, rather than recycling, which had been the focus of the 2017 event. The Expo will be held on
5 June, World Environment Day. Planning is starting a year ahead as it is such a large
undertaking. Avalynne suggested the Committee may want to think about holding its own event in
2020.
Clr Gartner agreed it could be a good idea to alternate the events. The Sustainable Futures
Committee’s first working party meeting will be in August, and Avalynne will be invited to give an
update then.
Action: Avalynne Wilby and/or Fiona Schreurs to be invited to 9 August workshop.

REPORTS
It was agreed to bring forward items SF18.22, Progress Report from the Energy Management
Coordinator, and SF18.23, Implementation of NatureMapr in the Shoalhaven.

SF18.22

Progress Update from the Energy Management
Coordinator - Darren O'Connell

HPERM Ref:
D18/171487

Darren O’Connell reported that the Solar Power Purchase Agreements with Rooftop Solar are high
on his list of priorities. Shoalhaven will be one of the first councils to pilot Solar PPAs. The shortlist
of five potential sites has been narrowed to two – Shoalhaven Regional Gallery and Shoalhaven
Entertainment Centre. These two assets are on different energy tariffs. The intention is to test the
market to see how much the difference will be. These sites have the most daytime power usage,

Minutes of the Sustainable Futures Committee 07 June 2018
Page 3

which results in the least export to grid. The Request for Quotation process is to follow. Council is
liaising with Local Government Procurement and the OEH.
Staff were recently offered training in energy efficiency, starting with Shoalwater staff. There are
opportunities for them to reduce energy consumption, for example by load shifting. Staff are
already using good practice in energy efficiency. Holiday Haven Tourist Parks will be given training
next.
Cities Power Partnership: Darren O’Connell is coordinating the South East NSW Buddy Group,
which encompasses Shoalhaven, Eurobodalla, Bega, Kiama and Wingecarribee Councils. The
group has met by teleconference and will be meeting again in a month. The annual CPP Summit
will be held in Kiama in October 2018.
The Sustainability Advantage Programme has continued. Recruitment of the Sustainability Officer
is in process. Council has commenced a level strategic review with Sonja Duncan Environmental,
who is conducting a desktop assessment of what Council’s sustainability policies, plans and
commitments are, and identifying contacts in Council to interview.
Electric Vehicles: A working group has been brought together by Gordon Clark (Manager, Strategic
Planning) to develop guidelines on siting.
Future progress updates will be titled ‘Energy Matters’. Darren confirmed his will be in post until the
end of 2018.
Bob Hayward asked whether the energy efficiency training is looking at fuel use. Darren clarified it
is primarily addressing electricity use.
Regarding Solar PPAs and battery storage, Darren explained that battery storage has been
included as alternative option for quotation. The current project is a pilot to see if Solar PPAs prove
economic. The Entertainment Centre lends itself to battery storage because of the venue’s afterdark usage.
Clr Levett asked for clarification on EV charging, and how provision will keep up with the
anticipated increase in electric vehicles. Will existing service stations adapt? Darren clarified that
most charging is expected to be done at home overnight. Tesla has its own network of charging
stations, with one within every 400km. Gordon Clark noted the experience in the EU and UK,
where most charging facilities are provided by councils, and not by service stations.
An update was requested on the Berry EV charging station. There had been some negative
feedback from members of the community on the original proposed site. The Bowling Club is now
being looked at. Gordon Clark has discussed this with Amelia Starr of NRMA; the Bowling Club site
is not ideal, as it lies on a flood plain and there is a potential insurance issue. The community had
been reassured that Council is still very interested in establishing a charging station in Berry.
Gordon is suggesting proposing three or four hypothetical locations to see which the community
favour, to test their preferences.
The Committee discussed its residual budget for 2017/18. Kelie Clarke (Manager, Environmental
Services) explained that, because the Sustainability Officer has not yet been recruited, the $37k
allocated to the resource is unspent, but she is not certain that it is available. This would need to
be checked with Finance. Stephen Dunshea (Director, Finance Corporate & Community) clarified
that all such requests are to be rolled over to next year’s budget – any balances will be noted but
Council has to decide if it can guarantee the funds. It is also necessary to check with Carmel Krogh
whether there will be an additional $50k for next year.
Kelie suggested that, if the $37k for this financial year is confirmed as available, the Committee
can discuss what would be appropriate to spend it on. Stephen added that if the Committee wants
to decide how to spend the funds as a commitment, that will be noted as part of the report to
Council as to what funds should be brought forward. This would help put a strong argument,
although the allocation cannot be guaranteed.
Possible projects for expenditure include NatureMapr implementation, although this requires $20k
plus $10k per annum; and the Tree Study could be extended.
A second recommendation for Darren O’Connell to address green revolving funds in the update,
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discussed under item SF18.23 below, was added.
Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)
That the update be received for information.
RESOLVED (Clr Gartner / Peter McVay)
That
1.

The update be received for information.

2.

Darren O’Connell add information on green revolving funds to the project update, to bring to
the next meeting of the Sustainable Futures Committee.

CARRIED

SF18.23

Implementation of NatureMapr in the Shoalhaven

HPERM Ref:
D18/164117

Bob Hayward referred to the impressive community engagement shown in the presentations at the
last meeting. NatureMapr is up and running, and a number of Council staff have been
investigating, moderators are being trained, and so on. It will be a useful tool for Council in terms of
planning issues, biosecurity, and weed management. He noted the Committee had resolved to
seek part funding for its implementation with Tourism. He considers however the funding should
come from the Sustainable Futures Committee and not be contingent on a contribution from
Tourism. Council should make a contribution, given that it stands to benefit from the project, and
he asked where the money can be found.
Peter McVay agreed implementation will give Council the opportunity to be more strategic in weed
management, leading to potential savings. It will also be a demonstration of Council and the
community working together. Bob Hayward added it would be an education tool for local schools.
Clr Gartner raised the recent meeting with Stephen Dunshea which had addressed the Committee
budget, discussing ringfencing for environmental projects and green revolving funds. Stephen
confirmed this potentially can be achieved, but clarified whether and how savings would be
channelled back into green projects is a decision of Council. The Committee could put a request to
Council. Darren O’Connell added that capital is also necessary to achieve savings in a revolving
fund.
Larraine Larri agreed that the NatureMapr implementation should rest with the Sustainable Futures
Committee and not go to Tourism. Tourism is a secondary educative process.
Clr Gartner recommended that all Committee members write to Russ Pigg, General Manager, to
request funding for the implementation of NatureMapr.
Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)
That the Sustainable Futures Committee, independent of any undertaking from the Shoalhaven
Tourism Advisory Group, consider the funding required - $20,000 initial set up and $10,000 annual
maintenance – from future Sustainable Futures budgets to ensure the full implementation of the
NatureMapr scheme in the Shoalhaven.
RESOLVED (Robert Hayward / Larraine Larri)
That any funds remaining unallocated in the 2017/18 Sustainable Futures Budget along with any
additional funds required from the 2018/19 budget (to a maximum of $20,000) be allocated for
implementation of the NatureMapr scheme in the Shoalhaven.
CARRIED
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SF18.20

Outstanding Action Table - Update

HPERM Ref:
D18/180254

Pledges:
General Manager’s Group: Jessica Rippon (Executive Manager, Communications) agreed to
circulate the communications material about sustainable futures to the Committee before its
release.
She described the Get Involved platform on the website, and offered to set up a section for this
Committee. This could host all the Committee’s videos and presentations to date. Filming of
presentations is also possible, as are live feeds and Facebook posts with short videos.
Assets & Works: Michael Smith (Environmental Planning & Assessment) reported the Electric
Vehicles working group is preparing the draft policy, where charging stations should be located,
etc. Ride Sharing – also progressing.
Corporate & Community: Deferred to give time for the new Director, Stephen Dunshea, to
familiarise himself with the initiatives.
Planning, Environment & Development: Energy efficiency had been addressed earlier.
Kelie Clarke advised that Council’s Building Design Awards may be reintroduced for sustainable
architecture. Colin Wood and Kelie are looking at revamping the awards, possibly in March next
year. This will help to generate interest in the area.
The Committee expressed its appreciation of the ongoing passive solar work.
Action: Jessica Rippon to circulate communications materials to Sustainable Futures Committee
members for feedback.
Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)
That the Outstanding Action Table be received for information.
RESOLVED (Robert Hayward / Peter McVay)
That the Outstanding Action Table be received for information.
CARRIED

SF18.21

Solar Garden Formalise Usage of Old North Nowra
Waste Depot

HPERM Ref:
D18/180646

Bob Hayward advised that he, David Brawn and Peter McVay sit on a subcommittee of Repower
Shoalhaven relating to this scheme. This is a less than significant non pecuniary interest, and they
will remain in the meeting and will vote.
Paul Keech (Director, Assets & Works ) confirmed staff are recommending that Council make this
the preferred site. Clr White noted that the last time this site was brought to Council for a project,
the EPA had said that because it was a waste facility there will have been leakage that Council
needs to do more work on. She asked whether this had been done. Paul Keech believes it has
been done to the EPA’s satisfaction, but they have not yet released the site. There is no more that
Council can do to remediate the site, only monitor it. In time he expects the controls will be relaxed
and Council can use the site for other purposes. This is a complicating factor. The site does meet a
lot of the criteria otherwise. If Council does not agree with it as the preferred site staff need to know
soon so they can seek others. He suggested it takes two to three years for methane to dissipate,
but that this is not certain.
Peter McVay explained that Newcastle are engaged in a similar project, and will be able to feed
back their experiences.
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Repower are overall looking for $4.5M investment on a not for profit basis, and all savings and
power will remain in the community. Its primary objective is to supply power to those unable to
install their own solar – tenants including commercial, social housing, and strata for example.
Recommendation
That Council advise Repower Shoalhaven (as a fellow partner of the Social Access Solar Garden
Scheme) that Council supports the location of a Solar Access Farm on the Old Tip Site at North
Nowra (Crown Land) and will work with Repower Shoalhaven to gain necessary approvals to use
the site for this purpose as the preferred use for this site.
RECOMMENDATION (Robert Hayward / David Brawn)
That Council advise Repower Shoalhaven (as a fellow partner of the Social Access Solar Garden
Scheme) that Council supports the location of a Solar Access Farm on the Old Tip Site at North
Nowra (Crown Land) and will work with Repower Shoalhaven to gain necessary approvals to use
the site for this purpose as the preferred use for this site.

General Business
Managing Environmental Change Through Planning for Transformative Pathways Workshop
The first of this series of workshops had taken place the previous Friday, 1 June 2018. The
separate community day had been attended by members from the Bay & Basin Forum and Sussex
Inlet. It is anticipated that some of the community members who participated on Friday will attend
the community workshops instead as they are scheduled on a non-working day, so future Councilbased workshops may be smaller.
The draft statement that had started to emerged is very visionary, and different from previous
strategies.
It was noted that the format of the workshop may not work for all participants. There had
nonetheless been a good level of contributions.

Clr Gartner thanked all for attending the meeting, and reminded the members to write a letter about
the Committee budget.
There being no further business, the meeting concluded, the time being 5.16pm.

Clr Kaye Gartner
CHAIRPERSON
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SF18.24

Atlas of Life in the Coastal Wilderness

HPERM Ref:

D18/231645

Group:
Section:

Finance Corporate & Community Services Group
Tourism

Purpose / Summary
To update members of the Sustainable Future Committee on the recommendation from the
Shoalhaven Tourism Advisory Group.
Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)

1.

The Shoalhaven Tourism Advisory Group receive the report for information and decline
the need for a presentation – recommending that Shoalhaven Tourism does not support
co-funding the implementation and ongoing costs.

2.

Acknowledging that the program seems like a great idea for environmental engagement,
however, the application does not directly drive out of season visitation and add to our
regions ability to support year-round employment, as is the main goal of Shoalhaven
Tourism promotion.

Options
1.

Receive the report for information.

Background
Clr Kaye Gartner approached Tourism Manager Coralie Bell regarding the Atlas of Life, and
in addition representation has been made to the Sustainable Futures Committee.
Cost has been quoted as $20,000 to join and then $10,000 per year to maintain.
A report was submitted to the Shoalhaven Tourism Advisory Group (STAG) on 25 June 2018
which resulted in the recommendation as stated in this report.

SF18.24

That the Sustainable Futures Committee note the following recommendation adopted by the
Shoalhaven Tourism Advisory Committee on 25 June 2018 regarding the ‘Atlas of Life’:
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SF18.25

Reduction of Plastic Waste at Shoalhaven City
Council businesses and Administration

HPERM Ref:

D18/263960

Group:

Finance Corporate & Community Services Group

Purpose / Summary
To advise the Committee of the steps being taken within Council’s facilities and

businesses to reduce use of single-use plastics.

That the Committee receive the steps being taken within Council’s facilities and
businesses to reduce use of single-use plastics the report for information.

Options
1.

The Committee receive the report for information
Implications: The Committee will have up to date information on current practice in
Council facilities.

Background
Council advises that:
1. All Aquatics Facilities and the Nowra Library Café only use Bio cups and containers.
Plastic straws are not available at these venues.
2. Holiday Haven Caravan Parks have a policy of no single use plastic straws and water
bottles. However, there are a few properties still with stock of plastics but expect
these to be phased out prior to summer. Water fountains will be installed where
appropriate and the properties will provide Holiday Haven branded drink bottles for a
gold coin.
3. The Entertainment Centre has implemented the following:
a. The single-use cups, which appear to be plastic, are in fact plant-based.
b. The Encore Café counter now also has reusable cups for people who access
our complimentary water.
c. Its single-use knives & forks are bamboo.
d. Its food boxes for external catering have what appears to be a plastic window,
but is in fact a plant-based window.
4. Within the Administration Building, there are still single use plastic cups in stock, and
these are being used for meetings etc. when required. When the current supply is
exhausted, it is Council’s intention to re-stock with alternative cups.
Further opportunities will continue to be explored and implemented where appropriate.

SF18.25

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)
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SF18.26

Sustainable Energy Policy

HPERM Ref:

D18/253867

Group:
Section:

Shoalhaven Water Group
Water Asset Planning & Development

Attachments:

1. Sustainable Energy Policy ⇩

Purpose / Summary
The purpose of this report is to seek input from the Sustainable Futures Committee (SFC) on
Shoalhaven Council’s draft Sustainable Energy Policy.

That the Sustainable Futures Committee review the draft Sustainable Energy Policy
(attached) and provide input and feedback on the development of the final policy.

Options
1.

The Sustainable Futures Committee review the draft Sustainable Energy Policy and
submit feedback.
Implications: If comments could be received by 31 August from the SFC, these could be
incorporated into the final draft version of the Policy. The final draft Policy can then be
tabled at the next SFC meeting for endorsement and then submission to a full Council
meeting.

2.

The Committee could accept the draft policy without change and recommend to Council
that it be placed on public exhibition prior to adoption.

Background
Energy, including electricity and gas, is an essential resource for the operation of
Shoalhaven City Council’s assets and services. However, Council does not currently have a
policy that addresses its future corporate and community energy needs. The draft
Sustainable Energy Policy (Attachment 1) seeks to demonstrate an overarching commitment
of Council towards future energy efficiency, generation of renewable energy and a
subsequent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions across the Shoalhaven LGA. If
approved, the Sustainable Energy Policy will be the precursor to the preparation of a more
detailed Sustainable Energy Strategy, which will contain science-based targets and
objectives to guide Council’s operations for improved energy efficiency and renewable
energy production. These sustainable energy policies and strategies will combine to place
Shoalhaven Council and the local community in a prominent position to mitigate harmful
greenhouse gas emissions and address climate change.
Community Engagement
This policy has not been subject to community consultation in any formal manner. It is
suggested that the draft policy be placed on exhibition for input further to any final adoption.

SF18.26

Recommendation
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Policy Implications
The Sustainable Energy Policy would become a public policy of Shoalhaven Council.
Financial Implications

SF18.26

Nil, although the Sustainable Energy Policy will help drive future investment in renewable
energy generation for Council’s assets.

SF18.26 - Attachment 1
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SF18.27

Energy Matters

HPERM Ref:

D18/254587

Group:
Section:

Shoalhaven Water Group
Water Asset Planning & Development

Attachments:

1. Energy Matters Executive One Page Summaries (under separate cover)

Purpose / Summary
One-Page ‘Energy Matters’ fact sheet summaries have been created, one for each energy
management initiative, to provide an ‘executive summary’ style reporting mechanism for the
energy management team.

That the Committee adopt the Energy Matters one-page fact sheets.

Options
1.

Energy Matters one-page fact sheets be adopted.
Implications: This will set the template for future meetings.

2.

The Committee could request a different format to receive this information.
Implications: Changes would be required after input from the Committee.

Background
One-Page ‘Energy Matters’ fact sheet summaries (attached) have been created, one for
each energy management initiative, to provide an ‘executive summary’ style reporting
mechanism for the energy management team. This gives both the energy management staff
and any would-be recipients of the information a concise means of sharing information. The
Energy Matters sheets will be updated prior to each meeting of the Sustainable Futures
Committee where applicable.

SF18.27

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)
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SF18.28

Revolving Energy Fund

HPERM Ref:

D18/255098

Group:
Section:

Shoalhaven Water Group
Water Asset Planning & Development

Attachments:

1. Revolving Energy Fund ⇩

Purpose / Summary

Recommendation
That the Committee
1.

Note the Revolving Energy Fund scheme (REFund) discussion paper.

2.

Request that a detailed report be produced for the next Committee meeting outlining the
scheme after consultaton with relevant stakeholders.

Options
1.

Note the Revolving Energy Fund scheme (REFund) discussion paper and request that a
detailed report be produced.
Implications: The Committee would have information on which to base its deliberations.

2.

The Committee decide on an alternative course of action.
Implications: Staff will need to prepare another report in line with the alternative course
of action adopted by the Committee.

Background
Green Revolving Funds have been used by organisations for decades as a means of
generating ongoing funds for environmental projects. They work on the basis that a funded
project will result in ongoing cost savings and these savings are then invested back into the
revolving fund to pay for future projects. There are a number of ways the revolving fund can
be managed and financed to ensure that suitable projects are selected and savings are
reinvested back into the fund.
Although the term Green Revolving Fund was referenced as a starting point for this project,
in reality the majority of environmental/sustainability projects supported by them are typically
energy savings projects. This is because energy efficiency and renewable energy solutions
typically result in shorter payback periods than other ‘green’ projects such as new compost
bins, water efficiency measures, etc. Therefore, this project has taken on the title of
‘Revolving Energy Fund’ or REFund. It will support future energy savings projects across
Shoalhaven City Council’s assets. An outline of the REFund scheme has been prepared
(Attachment 1) for review by the SFC.

SF18.28

In response to a Resolution (HPERM Ref. 56964E D18/171487) received from the
Sustainable Futures Committee (SFC) held on 7/6/2018, Darren O’Connell was asked to
bring to the next meeting some information on the setup of a Green Revolving Fund at
Council.
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Community Engagement
Internal policy so no external community consultation needed. Some consultation with SCC
Finance staff has already occurred.
Policy Implications
If approved, the REFund scheme would be captured as an internal Council policy. The Policy
would then act as a guideline for the evaluation of submitted projects, financial arrangements
for funds, project administration, etc.
Financial Implications

SF18.28

At this early stage, approval is only currently being sought to commence the REFund
scheme rather than seed fund it.

SF18.28 - Attachment 1
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SF18.29

Cities Power Partnerships (CPP) Summit: 18-19
October 2018, Kiama

HPERM Ref:

D18/255720

Submitted by:

Larraine Larri

Attachments:

1. Cities Power Partnership Summit 2018 ⇩

Recommendation
1.

The Sustainable Futures Committee ensure that Council is well represented at the Cities
Power Partnerships Summit in Kiama, 18-19 October 2018.

2.

Council approve funding for two Community Representatives of the Committee to
participate.

Details
The CPP Summit is being held on 18-19 October 2018 in Kiama. The theme is “Accelerating
Local Action” with themes including: local action in focus; carbon certification and risk
management; new energy markets and procurement models; sustainable transport and the
role of electric vehicles; and low carbon project financing options.
As this Committee is responsible for co-ordinating the CPP pledges I would like to ensure
that we have good representation at the Summit.
Is anyone from this Committee, either Council staff or Councillors already registered for the
Summit already? If not can we identify suitable representatives? I also propose that Council
fund at least two of the five Community Representatives to attend the two days. This is a
perfect opportunity to recognise and enhance the expertise of SFC Community
representatives. It also affords SCC an opportunity to showcase how we are including the
community in sustainability strategic planning.
Staff Comment: As at 27 July 2018, two (2) Councillors, being Mayor Findley and Clr
Gartner, have registered to attend this conference.

SF18.29

That

SF18.29 - Attachment 1
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SF18.30

Report of "Narratives of Climate Change"
Symposium

HPERM Ref:

D18/255801

Submitted by:

Larraine Larri

Recommendation (Item to be determined under delegated authority)
That as part of the Community Engagement strategy the Committee investigate inviting Dr
Simon Kerr to perform “Music for a Warming World” in the Shoalhaven.

On 5 and 6 July I was in Newcastle at the “Narratives of Climate Change Symposium”. This
was an interdisciplinary and cross-institutional collaboration between the University of
Newcastle, the Griffith Climate Change Response Program and the School of Law and
Justice, Southern Cross University. I was there to present my PhD research in social
movement learning and also to be part of the conversations around effectively
communicating climate change.
The purpose of this ground-breaking Symposium was to draw together academics, artists,
and activists to share our understandings about how we tell the stories of climate justice,
climate science, activism, and creative storytelling.
I can honestly say this was one of the most insightful and engaging academic forums I have
ever been to. The inclusion of such a broad range of speakers from such different
perspectives all contributing their understanding of climate change narratives was really the
key for me. In our Sustainable Futures Committee I have talked about engaging our
community in meaningful learning experiences that address the challenges we face with
knowledge, action, and hope. This was an exemplary event in that regard.
The Symposium was structured with four Plenary Panels followed by themed parallel
sessions. There were 59 presentations in 18 parallel sessions. In addition, five artists
presented paintings, sculptures, and visual and sound installations during the Symposium.
“Walking the Solar System”, which is a group event, was performed. As were films and
excerpts from a musical event called, “Music for a Warming World” - Creating emotional
connection; using live music and visuals to connect people to dangerous climate change …
and to hope in the Anthropocene. I was particularly inspired by “Music for a Warming World”
which is available for performance by contacting Dr Simon Kerr; see
www.musicforawarmingworld.org. I would like to recommend SFC investigate inviting Dr Kerr
to perform in the Shoalhaven at some of our venues e.g. the Entertainment Centre, and the
Milton Theatre.
Professor Nathan Beindhoff and Professor Lesley Hughes who have been part of the IPCC
writing teams talked about their approaches to public speaking explaining climate science. A
significant realisation was to show statistics in ways that make them relevant to people’s
lives. One way of doing this, shown below by Prof Hughes, is to map one’s age, children’s
and grandchildren’s ages on graphs such as “Global Mean Surface Warming” if we continue
without mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions, i.e. “business as usual”.
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The final Plenary Panel featured the writers Sally Abbott (prize winning novel – Closing
Down) and Shelley Birse (screenwriter, The Code). They talked about the challenges of
including climate change themes in well-crafted creative ways.
I think the best way to give you a sense of what “narratives of climate change” meant for this
event is to read the words of Dr Nicole Rogers, Founder of the Narratives of Climate Change
Symposiums, (Southern Cross University):
How can we reconcile the long-term visionary planning needed for climate change
mitigation and adaptation with short-term political goals and economic preoccupations?
Scientific modelling, scientific projections and even doomsday pronouncements from
the scientific community have failed to overcome political and social inertia in relation to
climate change targets. It is clear that we, the small minority of the world’s population
which has the capacity and responsibility to act effectively at this critical juncture,
remain trapped in a seductive narrative of endless growth and capital accumulation
which obfuscates the true consequences of our failure to act. We are, in fact, unreliable
narrators, wilfully blind to our own contribution to the looming climate change dystopian
nightmare.
Our desire to protect our children and to provide for their future is a biological
imperative. In the context of climate change, this is a fundamental failing, underpinning
our addiction to capitalism, economic gain and the illusion of financial security. Yet the
primeval urge to ensure our children’s survival is also, arguably, the impetus for widesweeping change in this context. Transformative change is possible when we truly
understand the ramifications of runaway climate change for our children and their
children. This requires us to become responsible rather than unreliable narrators.
Narratives of climate change which outline the dire consequences of our failure to act
and the alarming dimensions of a world transformed by runaway climate change,
narratives of urgency, caution and responsibility, must displace the narrative of endless
growth.
This symposium constitutes an interdisciplinary collaboration between activists,
scientists, lawyers, writers and a host of others, all inspired by the possibility that the
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gap between scientific knowledge and effective political, legal and social action on
climate change can be bridged by different narrative framings. Such narrative framings
find expression in artistic creations, works of fiction and other writings, activist and
other performances, innovative judicial reasoning and visionary planning, to name but a
few possibilities. Narrative, with its capacity to ignite the public imagination, is one of
the most powerful mechanisms to bring about transformative change. We hope that the
symposium inspires ongoing collaborations and the continued creation and
dissemination of disturbing, shocking and disruptive narratives of climate change.
Below is the program outline. For more detailed information see
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/about-uon/governance-and-leadership/faculties-andschools/faculty-of-business-and-law/conferences/narratives-of-climate-change-symposium
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Council Staff Comment: Should the recommendation be adopted, Council staff will
investigate the costs and logistics associated with this and report back to a future meeting of
this Committee.
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